Introduction
Since the fateful attacks of 11 th September 2001 in the USA, and in particular since the terrorist bombing attack in Madrid in March 2004 which killed 191 people, European Union politicians have unanimously spoken for joint international cooperation in combating terrorism. Hypothetically, in the European Union, terrorists can freely move and cross member states' border without much difficulty, particularly within the Schengen system. Considering the global character of such organisations as Al-Qaida [1] , it must be taken into account that they may attack at any place in Europe, and at a much larger scale than terrorist organisations active so far in our continent, like ETA [2] , IRA [3] or other. Of course, one needs to be aware that international terrorism is not the only challenge for the European Union as concerns security. The member states have been actively participating in peace activities (including security forces training, humanitarian aid, etc.) in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Balkans or in North Africa. They are trying to convince Iran to stop building nuclear weapons. Member state governments are engaged in helping failed states, such as Sudan or Congo, as well as in the issues of cross-border organised crime. In the recent time, it is with great concern that European Union states turn to Ukraine and the unstable situation in that state, with particular consideration for Russia's negative role in that conflict. However, there is no doubt that particularly the attacks in Madrid and in London as well as the more recent one in Paris have clearly shown that terrorism, and especially radical Islamic terrorist groups, remain the major threat for Europe today and in the nearest future. Joint EU policy requires particular coordination and cooperation in combating terrorism, although it is not a straightforward matter. There is a paradox in the EU's role in counter-terrorism. On the one hand, the governments agree that co-operation at the EU level is a good thing because of the cross-border nature of the terrorist threat. On the other, they are slow to give the Union the necessary powers (such as investigation and prosecution) and resources (such as spies and money). This is because security policy -especially when it concerns citizen protection -goes to the core of national sovereignty, and governments are reluctant to give the EU powers that could interfere with their existing laws and national security practices [4] . The EU is working hard to co-ordinate national counter-terrorism policies, but that requires it at the very start to systemise and consolidate its own counter-terrorist policy at the level of the Union. Romania attaches great significance to fighting terrorism. It takes all adequate measures to prevent terrorist acts and effectively prosecutes the culprits. In that fight, both human rights and the law are respected. In order to do so, Romania has introduced legal and institutional framework and regulations aiming at fostering international cooperation.
Legal framework
The most important legal documents concerning terrorism prevention and suppression in Romania are:
• the Strategy of National Security; 
Forms and methods of fighting terrorism
Fighting terrorism effectively requires a modern, flexible and multi-tasking security system. The efforts to improve security and combat terrorism in Romania include the following:
• effective intelligence and counterintelligence forces; • more agile security forces and increased information exchange, coordination and cooperation; • improved operational and investigation methods to find and eliminate every person who is logistically and operationally involved in financing or support for terrorist activities; • rapid intervention to allow capturing terrorists, freeing hostages, restoring order; • better guard and society protection, as well as help for victims of attacks. The fight against terrorism in Romania is not the task of one agency, but rather the result of the joint activities of many institutions concerned with security. Romania has introduced many methods aimed at combating terrorism, e.g.:
• planning, organisation and performance of all activities within prevention; • activities and measures taken within the country in order to find and destroy terrorists; • gathering and analysing all threats to security, including the threat of terrorism. Seminars, meetings, visits in education facilities are organised in order to educate the Romanian society. Such efforts have been undertaken by intelligence forces. Due to that, the citizens have not only become more aware of terrorist threats at the national, regional and international level, but they have also become more willing to notify security institutions on threats. It is noticeable that much of the information that contributes to preventing and combating terrorist threats in Romania has come from the Romanian society [22] . The Romanian police has bought a new Israeli-produced biometric identification system. The ADIS system, also named the Printak Biometric Identification Solution, allows for searching many databases at the same time and has advanced facial identification devices. The system will be used by Romanian investigative staff and police. There are also plans for it to be used by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the National Office for Refugees and the Border Police. The forms and methods of combating terrorism in Romania comply with the principles applied at EU level.
Conclusion
The terrorist attacks in the USA on 11 th September 2001, and perhaps mainly the attacks in Madrid and London as well as in Paris, have made European Union and its members, including Romania, aware of how important it is to have the necessary strategy and legal framework, to develop a unified system of action in case of such an attack, and to develop close international cooperation between particular countries. The strategy of action should among others cover such ventures as [23] :
• prevention, by creating legal framework and adequate structures for preventing and combating terrorism in the member states, gathering and analysing data, assessing the danger and cooperating with international institutions concerned with fighting terrorism; • protection of citizens and important strategic objects against a potential terrorist attack. This requires naming the potential targets of terrorist attacks and finding sufficient standards for their protection, including the legal framework;
• reaction, i.e. taking actions aimed at effective crisis management and minimising the effects of an attack, as well as assistance to victims of the attack;
• prosecution, including all activities of competent services aimed at defeating the potential attackers, blocking their ability to act, and quickly bringing them to justice. Hence to appropriately prepare for a terrorist attack occurring it must be assumed that the European Union, including Romania, is in danger of a terrorist attack and that it is not sufficiently prepared not only to detect plans of such an attack, but also to cope with its results. Moreover, a change must be enforced in the mentality of decision-makers and the competent services, who have many times assured publicly that the situation is different despite the facts saying something else. In that connection, several important actions should be taken, such as [24] • it is essential to have Union-wide and national educational and informational campaigns to provide the society with knowledge on the threats and on conduct in a crisis.
Another important factor -in my view the most important one -is social awareness. It is still commonly believed that since we are living in Europe, we are in no way in danger, and especially not in danger of terrorist attacks. That could not be further from the truth. Of course, this is not about terrorising societies and spreading a sense of danger. It is about preparing the society for joint counteraction of such attacks, for the ability to specify the threats, and suitable reaction if someone is in the area of an attack. To sum it up, it must be stated that the European Union -and thus also Romaniais to a large degree in danger of terrorist attacks. The increase of security in that scope depends on joint actions of EU and national institutions and the whole society. Sensitivity to any signals may prevent acts of terror and raise state security level.
